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INTRODUCTION

•  Academic achievements show capability
•  school grades
•  level of classes taken
•  test scores

•  Other parts of application show fit/character
•  extra-curricular activities
•  essay
•  recommendations

•  Majority of applicants are academically capable
•  Final decision often comes down to fit/character
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WHY DO YOU HAVE TO  
WRITE ESSAYS?

•  Applications are read very holistically

•  Admissions officers want to know about your passions

•  College is very writing intensive

•  Essays are a way for you to show how you’ll be a good fit 
the college you’re applying to
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TYPES OF ESSAY

•  Tailored to an individual university
•  General for all universities (i.e. Common Application)
•  Combination of both types 

•  general in Common App
•  tailored in supplement
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WHAT NOT TO DO

•  Do not list academic or extracurricular achievements

•  Do not plea for admission 

•  Do not brag about how great you are

•  Do not write what you think admissions officers want to 
hear, in language that is not your own

•  Do not misrepresent your achievements and goals

•  Do not whine about circumstances instead of explaining 
why/how you overcame them
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GENERAL TIPS
•  Allow plenty of time – the essay requires creativity

•  Read the question or question options carefully

•  Try several alternatives before finalizing your choice

•  Choose your own topic – but consider advice and 
recommendations

•  Be as original as possible

•  Use your own voice

•  Show your personality - this may be the best way for your 
dream school to get to know the ‘real’ you

5



MORE TIPS
•  Structure the essay – introduction, body and conclusion

•  Use a compelling opening line

•  Make sure your essay concludes with a clear point

•  Be concise

•  Ask someone (preferably a native English speaker) to proof/
critique your essay

•  Don’t rely on spell-check

•  Be careful with using a thesaurus – while admission officers 
want to see a wide vocabulary, it should be well-used
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OTHER WRITING SAMPLES

Supplement
•  Prove your love for the college
•  Do your research
•  Choose the right questions
•  Show your passion

Common App short answer
•  Be concise
•  Which extracurricular have you learned the most from?
•  Proofread!
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RESOURCES

Sample Essays:
•  http://www.sparknotes.com/college/admissions/page21.html 
•  http://teenink.com/college_guide/college_essays/ 
•  http://www.college-admission-essay.com/essays.html 
•  https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays

Advice:
•  http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/05/14/the-college-

admissions-essay-finding-a-topic/ 
•  http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/

2010/09/15/10-tips-for-writing-the-college-application-essay 
•  http://online.wsj.com/article/SB116535550774741500.html 
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